A new arena for private practice in occupational therapy.
The "occupational therapist in private practice" during the last decade seems to be an expected topic for conventions, task forces and cocktail clutches among therapists. Manuals have been published, seminars given and a list of consultatns has been made available for those asking the big question "Should I set up my own practice?" Still, the letters and phone calls persist. "How do I start?" Occupational therapists' nonetheless now are numerous in the private sector and represent many different models of practice. The intent of this article is to introduce the role and function of the private practice occupational therapist in evaluation, treatment, consultation and testimony for worker's compensation or personal injury cases. The definition of private practice for this paper is a sole proprietorship, staffed by independent contracting therapists providing direct services in the private practice office. Certain aspects of business administration will also be included.